
        

Does your child have a public library card? Use the link below 

to check it out!  https://library.loudoun.gov  

  First Grade is Magic! 

    
 

 

February 2024 
 

First Grade Paw Prints 

Dominion Trail Elementary School 

https://www.lcps.org/dominiontrail 

Reading Workshop 

This month we will continue our focus on learning vocabulary.  We have 

been learning how we use context clues to determine the meaning of 

unfamiliar words. Students are also learning how to identify 'who' is in a story 

by naming characters, 'where' the story is happening by naming the 

places/times, and 'what' is happening by naming the action that occurs 

throughout the story. You can support this learning at home by continuing 

to read to your child.  You are the best model for fluent reading! 

Writing Workshop 

Students will be learning about Opinion Writing.  This is a very fun unit, 

because everyone has an opinion!  In our SEL lessons, the students have 

practiced respectful ways to share different opinions.  Now we can put this 

learning into practice by writing our opinions and supporting them with 

details.  We will also be writing reviews of books we have read. 

UFLI 

Thank you for your continued support at home with UFLI.  We love to hear 

stories of how you are practicing heart words and doing roll and read 

together. Attached here is a list of the Heart words we have practiced to 

READ and WRITE so far this year.  When you practice these at home, be sure 

to ask your child where the heart should go.  (for example, in the word ‘said’, 

the heart goes under the ai.) 

Math 

This month we will be learning about the passage of time and how to tell 

time to the hour and half hour using an analog and digital clock.  We will 

also learn to determine the value of a collection of coins.  You can 

practice this learning at home! 

Science & Social Studies 

We have been enjoying learning about how animals, plants and people 

adapt to the changes in winter.  We have begun taking an in depth look 

at winter weather and how it affects people and animals. In Social Studies 

we recently began learning about the history of Virginia, and what it 

looked like long ago.  We will soon learn about some famous Virginians, 

including two of our early presidents, Washington and Jefferson.   

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Friday, February 9  

No School – Lunar New Year 

Wednesday, February 14 

Valentine’s Day 

Monday, February 19 

No school – President’s Day 

 

 

Odds and Ends 

Sing it 

We use music A LOT in the 

classroom.  It helps us learn how to 

spell tricky words, especially the 

months of the year!  You can sing 

along!  Click here for our February 

song. 

Writing Fun 

Valentine’s Day is the perfect 

opportunity to encourage your 

children to keep in touch by writing 

letters! Try sending some love to 

family members and friends who 

live far away.   
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